
 

TRS Sharma has taught literatures in English in the universities of Delhi, Alberta (Canada), Annaba (Algeria) and Kakatiya. 

He was Senior Academic Fellow and Deputy Director at the American Studies Research Centre, Hyderabad. His published 

works include Poetic Style in Robert Frost; Tale of the Glory-Bearer; a verse translation of the medieval Kannada classic  

Yashodhara Carite by Janna; Toward an Alternative Critical Discourse; and Dialogics of Cultures in Ancient Indian Literatures. He is 

Chief Editor of the Sahitya Akademi's three volume -  Ancient Indian Literature: An Anthology. He has also edited a collection of 

essays on the Mahabharata for the Sahitya Akademi. His latest publication is Reading Alfred Korzybski through Inter-Theoretic 

Explorations (2018), for which he received the 2018 the Hayakawa Book Prize, instituted by the Institute of General Semantics, 

USA. The book is the result of his research done at Balvant Parekh Centre;  this book  can be bought at a discounted rate of Rs. 

500/- at Balvant Parekh Centre, Baroda.  

 

P. Krishna was educated at Holkar College, Indore, Delhi University and Banaras Hindu University from where he 

received his PhD in Physics. His Ph.D. thesis was published by John Wiley and Sons, New York as a book titled 

Polymorphism and Polytypism in Crystals in 1966, and later translated into Russian by the Academy of Earth sciences in USSR. 

He was a professor in Physics at BHU until he took voluntary retirement to join the Rajghat Education Centre of the 

Krishnamurti Foundation India as its Rector on a personal invitation of Shri J. Krishnamurti.  At present he is a trustee of 

Krishnamurti Foundation India and a life-member of the Theosophical Society. 

 

He has visited for his research University of Cambridge, University of Wisconsin, the Cambridge Research Labs in Boston, 

the University of Bristol in England and Max Planck Institute in Stuttgart, Germany. He was an elected Fellow of the Indian 

Academy of Sciences, Bangalore as well as Indian National Science Academy, New Delhi. 

 

His talks can be read at www.pkrishna.org. His recently published book is titled A Jewel on a Silver Platter: Remembering J. Krishnamurti (2015). 
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Concept Notes: 
 

1. Alfred Korzybski and Indian Thought (TRS Sharma) 

                                                                                                       

By now Korzybski’s anti-Cartesian, non-Aristotelian stand has become well-known to 

students of General Semantics.  However it is perhaps less known about the kind of 

special emphasis with which Korzybski expounded the notion that we as humans do not 

have access to the Real or actual world out there, but only through a process of 

abstraction, that is, the view that we abstract all the time what we see, hear in order to 

make sense of our life-world.   For, it is this perceptual abstraction that constitutes our 

entire reality.  One of Korzybski’s famous statements is that the world we encounter daily 

is not an illusion but an abstraction. 

 

This extraordinary emphasis that Korzybski’s discourse attains points to the ancient 

Indian Buddhist and Hindu philosophers whose epistemology was similar in significant 

ways.  In this context I propose to discuss the Buddhist thinker Nagarjuna and the Hindu 

philosopher Shankara who formulate their theories on a series of negations which 

strongly remind us of Korzybski’s own theories based on negations.  Besides, Korzybski’s 

notions of ‘relationality,’ ‘perceptual abstraction’ accord well with Nagarjuna’s theories 

of ‘pratitya samutpaada’ and ‘shoonya,’ and Shankara’s ‘maayavaada.’  The positive 

stands that all of them are able to finally attain would highlight the common paradigm of 

similar/dissimilar that works silently in their several formulations. 

        

2. The Search for Reality: Scientific and Spiritual (P. Krishna) 

 

From times immemorial human beings have inquired into what is Real and what is 

Illusory. Philosophy, Science and Religion have all claimed to be quests for Truth both 

about the external world of Nature and the internal world of our consciousness. All three 

have a common origin in the curiosity inherent in human consciousness. For a long time 

the three branches were one but as our knowledge expanded, specialization set in and the 

three branches separated. A feeling set in, even among the intellectuals that Science is 

antagonistic to Religion. Both Korbzyski and Krishnamurti have pointed out inherent 

limitations of the human mind in comprehending Reality. We seem to be like the 

proverbial blind men who touched different parts of an elephant and described its 

Reality differently. Our specialization in knowledge, language and belief, have all created 

barriers to a more holistic perception of Reality. This talk will examine these limitations 

and whether they can be transcended by a truly learning mind. If so, what are the 

characteristics of such a mind? 

 

How does the human mind discover anything that is not already known? Can thought, 

which arises from the known, penetrate into the unknown? What is creativity and how 

does that become possible in any field? What are the barriers to creativity? Are we merely 

very complex computers or does human consciousness has a capacity which goes beyond 

memory, logic and thinking? These questions will be addressed in this talk. 

 
 

Deadline for Application 

 

The last date for receiving the proposal for participation 

and 200-word abstract is December 31, 2019. The abstract 

may be sent as an email attachment to Piyush A. Thakkar 

(thakkarpiyusha@gmail.com). The registration fee for 

participating in the seminar is Rs. 1000/- (Rupees one 

thousand) to be paid by January 10, 2020 through either a 

multicity cheque or wire transfer. The last date for 

receiving the full paper is January 30, 2020. 
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