
“While the humanities exist in a condition of perpetual precarity,
democracy has come under increasing threat from authoritarian politics
and the neglect of knowledge in the broader culture. As a reflection on
how these dangers relate to each other, the lecture considers three
examples of acts and projects—institutional, collective, and individual—
that promise to support both these two pillars of civil society at the same
time. The lecture concludes by considering what each of us can do to
strengthen the humanities and democracy together.”

Venue: BPC Center 

Time:  4.00 pm

Eighth  Balvant Parekh Memorial Lecture

12th December 2022

“The Humanities and Democracy in a Time of Danger”

Roland Greene is a scholar of Renaissance culture, especially the
literatures of England, Latin Europe, and the transatlantic world, and of
poetry and poetics from the sixteenth century to the present. In 2015-16
Greene served as President of the Modern Language Association of
America. Greene has taught at Harvard and Oregon, where for six years
he was chair of the Department of Comparative Literature. He is the
editor in chief of the fourth edition of the Princeton Encyclopedia of
Poetry and Poetics (2012). He is the author of several books such as Five
Words: Critical Semantics in the Age of Shakespeare and Cervantes
(2013), Unrequited Conquests: Love and Empire in the Colonial
Americas (1999), Post-Petrarchism: Origins and Innovations of the
Western Lyric Sequence (1991), and The Project of Prose in Early Modern
Europe and the NewWorld (1997).

BALVANT PAREKH CENTRE FOR 
GENERAL SEMANTICS AND  OTHER

HUMAN SCIENCES
Organizing

Roland Greene
Professor of Comparative 
Literature and, by courtesy, of 
Iberian and Latin American 
Cultures, Mark Pigott KBE 
Professor in the School of 
Humanities and Sciences
Anthony P. Meier Family 
Professor in the Humanities
Director of the Stanford 
Humanities Center, 
Stanford University  

Note:

This lecture will  

be followed by a 

Symposium on 

the 13th

December for 

which participants 

have to register 

their names. 

Interested 

participants  from 

Baroda should 

visit the Center to 

collect the 

hardcopy of  the 

lecture. However 

outstation 

participants should 

register via email. 

The symposium 

will begin at 11.00 

am and continue 

till 5.00 pm with a 

short lunch break. 

Outstation 

participants need 

to send their 

details to Neha
@nehafct@gmail.com

The registration is 

free.
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