
 
 

Balvant Parekh Centre for General Semantics and Other Human Sciences

BALVANT PAREKH DISTINGUISHED LECTURE 
 “FOSTERING HUMANENESS: SOME REFLECTIONS”

Sunday, 15 March 2020, 3:30 pm onwards 
at 

Vasvik Auditorioum,
Vasvik Bhawan, The Institution of Engineers (India),

Trivia Complex, Race Course Road, Gautam Nagar, Vadiwadi, Baroda

 
 

 

All are welcome!
 

For further queries reach us at tonishaforfct@gmail.com. 

 

Dr. Kakar is a psychoanalyst and writer. He has been a Lecturer at
Harvard, Research fellow at Harvard Business School, Professor at IIM,
Ahmedabad, Head of Department of Humanities and Social Sciences at
IIT, Delhi, Visiting Professor at Chicago (1989-93), McGill, Melbourne,
Hawaii, Vienna, Harvard, INSEAD, France (1994-2013), and a Fellow at
the Institutes of Advanced Study, Princeton (1983-84), Berlin (1994-95)
and Cologne (2011-14). His many honours include the Bhabha, Nehru and
ICSSR National Fellowships, Kardiner Award of Columbia University, Boyer
Prize of the American Anthropological Association, Tagore-Merck Award,
Germany’s Goethe Medal, Distinguished Service Award of Indo-American
Psychiatric Association and the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of
Germany, the country’s highest civilian honour. In 2005, the French weekly
Le Nouvel Observateur listed him as one of the world’s 25 major thinkers.
He is the author/editor of twenty-tree books of non-fiction and seven of
fiction. Four volumes of his Collected Papers (Psychoanalysis, Culture and
Society, Religion, Biography) and Brotherhood is Yet a Distant Aspiration:
Essays on Gandhi, are being published by Oxford University Press at the
end of the year. His books have been translated into twenty-two
languages around the world.
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Abstract: The fostering of humaneness, of which sympathy and altruistic behavior are the
primary components, is not just a moral exhortation by some of our greatest icons—Buddha,
Nanak, Kabir, Gandhi, Tagore come immediately to mind—but also an empirical fact.
Research in neurosciences suggests that humaneness may be wired into our brains, with
beneficial effects that extend beyond psychological well-being to improved physical health
and longer life span. It is also true that our humaneness has to struggle against the
powerful forces of desire, aggression and narcissism that, too, are as deeply rooted in the
human psyche as humaneness, and to which they pose an unceasing threat all through the
life cycle. The talk is a detailed exploration of what makes us human before it analyzes the
nature and strength of the ‘enemy’ and then suggests some counter measures that can help
in fostering humaneness.


